
 

 
 

A walk through Nether Stowey, Friarn and Over Stowey 
 

 
Castle Mount, Nether Stowey 

 
Description: A circular walk through pastureland, woodland and country lanes. 
Suitable for most weather conditions and seasons but stout footwear is 
essential. There are some stiles and two steep ascents.  
 
Grade – Moderate. 
 
Directions: 
1. Turn right out of the car park into Castle Street then steeply up Castle Hill to 
the summit. 
 
2. Turn right here through a kissing gate, taking the right hand footpath and 
skirt round the Castle Mount taking an anti-clockwise direction to get the best 
views. (You may want to make a detour here up the narrow path onto the 
mount). 
 
3. When you have completed about half of the circuit around the Mount, turn 
right onto a steeply descending, narrow path through bracken and trees to 
reach Butcher’s Lane where you turn left and, after a few more yards, left again 
into Mill Lane. 
 

4. Continue along Mill Lane, ignoring both a footpath on your right and then Hack Lane; continue on Mill 
Lane until you reach a bridleway on your right where you turn and follow Watery Lane beside the stream to 
Broomsquire’s Cottage. 

 
Length. 3.6 miles or 5.8 
kms. Allow at least an 
hour and a half, more if 
you want to look at the 
points if interest on the 
way or stop for a picnic. 
 
Maps: OS Explorer 140 

Quantock Hills & 

Bridgwater & OS 

Landranger 181 

Minehead and Brendon 

Hills area also Around 

and About The 

Quantock Hills, The 

Yellow Walk Maps 

Refreshments: Pubs in 
Nether Stowey and 
Keenthorne, Cafes in 
Nether Stowey. 
 
Public Toilets: Library 
carpark, Nether Stowey 
 
Public Transport: 
Occasional buses from 
Bridgwater & Minehead 
stopping in Castle 
Street, Nether Stowey. 
Occasional buses to 
Over Stowey from 
Taunton. 
 
Start and parking: 
Library car park in 
Castle Street, Nether 
Stowey. GR: ST190395 



 

5. At a crossing of paths turn left at Broomsquire’s Cottage onto a tarmac lane. Walk up the lane, over a 
small ford, to the next house, Bincombe Bartons, turn right onto a metalled drive immediately after the 
house. 
 
6.  Go over a cattle grid and steeply uphill on this drive until you see the stone entrance gateway of Warren 
House, at which point bear off the drive to the right, onto grassy pasture, heading up hill, swinging round to 
the left hand corner of the woodland in front of you. 
 
7. Go through the gate into the woodland, keeping its boundary on your left and turning left at a junction of 
paths, until you come onto the Nether Stowey/Crowcombe road. 
 
8. Cross over the road onto the bridleway opposite which leads through more woodland. Ignore side paths 
and descend onto a sunken path, which can be muddy. Turn left at a junction of paths and go through a 
five bar gate, continue to the road at Friarn where you turn left. 
 
9.  Continue down this lane, passing several cottages on your right. Just after Moorfield turn right over a 
stone stile, marked public footpath, followed shortly by a gate. Follow this waymarked path downhill to the 
corner of the field. There are wide views of the River Parrett and the Somerset Levels beyond. Follow the 
hedge boundaries of three more fields until you reach a short lane which takes you into Over Stowey, 
emerging opposite the Church. 
 
10. Turn left along the road here, passing Parsonage Farm on your right, and then up hill to reach a gazebo 
belonging to Cross Farm as the road bears left. 
 
11. Crossing a stile, take the footpath to the immediate left of the gazebo and continue in a straight line, 
over a further stile and through three gates, keeping the hedge boundary on your left, until you reach 
Hockpitt Lane. 
Walk down 
Hockpitt Lane until 
you come to a stile 
on your right; go 
over this, walk 
straight across the 
field to a kissing-
gate and follow 
this path until it 
emerges onto 
South Lane where 
you turn left. 
 
12. Walk along 
South Lane, at 
junction with 
Castle Street turn 
right and retrace 
your steps down 
Castle Street to 
the start point. 

 
This walk was first published by The Nether Stowey Footpaths Group via the Village Links in Action initiative. 

Artwork by Gerry Wright 

The details of this walk were correct at the time of publication but may be subject to minor changes particularly 
when walking over farmland. Footpaths may be subject to diversion, please follow local signs on the ground. If you 

have any problems or feel the directions could be clearer please contact Stowey Walking via our website: 

stoweywalking.co.uk 
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